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So|«m M. Zucke rt J 

Secretary of Um Air Force ' 

W ashington, D.C, 


12 April 1964 


Dear Gens: 


4tece becoming Director ol CentralfefoUigence I bare bad as opportunity 
t* Observe at dose rang* the work of Coload Jack C. Ledford who, for the 
^jlpfet several years, has been assigned to CIA by the A|* Force. Colonel Led- 
ford carried the laboring oar in the devefoen^ nt I 


I — -«• — — **• has performed exceptionally 

fjf* CI *** *°* *** M * F ° r <* •»* ^aa demonstrated to my complete 
satisfaction that he is an officer of unusual capabilities and therefore should be 
jfoea most ssrtous considc ration for promotion to Brigadfor Conoral. In my 
Opinion he is one of those rare individuals whom the Air Force should build up 
rapidly in its own future interest. 


STAT 

STAT 

STAT 


In a letter to General LeMa y dated *6 August 1963, mv Deputy. General 
Carter, stated, "Colonel Ledford j 

In the Central Intelligence Agency and is responsible for collection programs 
with which you are familiar. Ae a senior regular Air Force officer. Colonel 
Ledford is in a highly responsible position requiring the greatest objectivity 
totally devoid of parochialism. He has measured up to this unusual require- 
ment in every respect end, because of this, has earned the admiration and 
respect of all of ue her* in the Agency as well ns the key officials with whom 
he is associated in the Department of Defense. He has produced a truly 
remarkable performance under the most trying circumstances. His actual 
performance of duty is liks wise outstanding . " 


STAT 


You will note from my opening paragraph that I am completely in 
accord with General Carter's statement and l am anxious to add my 
unqualified endorsement of Colonel Ledford. While I am basically opposed 
to specialised treatment. I understand it is Air Fores tradition to consider 
a few promotions in late %ring of each year. Knowing this, I feel I would 

be remiss in not bringing Colonel Ledford'* name to yours and General L*May's 
attention. 1 


I am writing a similar endorsement to General LeMay . 


-^ r¥W (J ^rj t ~ Sincerely, 

John A* McCone 
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STAT 
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26 August 1963 


General Cur tie £. LeMay 
Chief of Staff 
United States Air Force 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General LeMay: 

A. you know. I 

TJS =££.' £~= k « “ ‘ 

Chief of Staff of CONAD and NORAD. 

This is to let you know that of »H **»• jadf c!* U 

I have been associated with over the y® a **» i* running 

Ledford is heads above 

right at the 7° P ., l *r < !m c .f^ wr^r.nt .m=i»cy r.port hut 
acted as indorsing office* te at central Intelligence 

because of the fact that he . #lon ln a position requiring 

Agency under my immediate up , j, wanted you to 

utmost in diplomacy and delicacy oi .Bort. I wtnteo y 

know porsonaXly of my opinion o£ him. 

Colonel Ledford ie Director of the Office ibU 

Activitiee in the Centml totemgence Agwy and ^ ^ . 

for collection programs with whlch yon le in a highly 

senior regular Air Force officer ^y 

responsible m Lsared up to this unusuel 

devoid of parochialism. because of this, has earned 

requirement in .very reepect »4 j*»»« .. weU 

the admlratim snd ” spe « u ...oclaUd in the Department 

as the key »«acWs .truly remarkable performance 

of Defense. He has produced «T y ^ performance of 

under the most trying circumstances. His actual p 

duty is likewise outstanding. 
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* 2 * 


I am Amh* t0 n “ k * a n ‘* ttar personal record to you (and 
* C °M *° Bt >»° McK«) becauoo l nut to make ,ure 
that the lntricacis. of the took, a.aigned to Ledferd.and u. ZL 

UaaAlr FomsT***"” 4 !*** *“* ta * hem ' ire I lv *» fun credit taT 

P ^tlon uyanu. f strongly r^rnnmend Colons 
f-dford without reserve ttn for promotion to Brigadier General 

YfeithfuUy youxe. 


/s/ 


War shall <j. Carter 
Lieutenant General, USA 
D «P«lf Dieecter 


Distribution: 


Original - Addressee 
1 - General W. F. McKee 

. Vice Chief of Staff, United 
v-dT - DDCI 


States Air Force 


1 « Executive Director 

1 - O/Personnel (for official Personnel file) 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/23 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0003001 60009-5 



25X1 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/23 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000300160009-5 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/23 : CIA-RDP80B01676R000300160009-5 



